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Preface

The war of Russia against Ukraine is also a war against a culture, and for 
this reason it affects even a small subject like Egyptology. Although what 
we can do in such a situation may be very limited, we are able both to 
display our solidarity with Ukraine and to make plain that in common 
we seek actively to sustain cultures – in our case the understanding of 
that of the Nile with its more than three millennia of history – through 
our engagement and shared conversations. In this spirit 24 authors from 
8 countries have come together to contribute to this volume. By means 
of this joint undertaking we wish to counter brute force with the self-evi-
dent necessity of cultural exchange in our, and indeed any, field of study. 
Furthermore, Egyptology has a long tradition in Ukraine (see immedi-
ately below), and in recent years the amount and impact of Ukrainian 
research in Egyptology have increased remarkably. It is our hope that 
this very welcome development will greatly outlast the current situation 
which has stimulated our project.

A brief history of Egyptology in Ukraine

Since the 19th century Ukraine has not been separate from Egyptolo gical 
studies. There were two historical prerequisites for the formation of a 
focus of Egyptological study in the territory of modern Ukraine. First, in 
various cities of Ukraine, on both the right and left banks of the River 
Dnipro, and already in the 19th and at the beginning of the 20th century, 
collections of ancient Egyptian antiquities appeared in museums in Odesa 
(Museum of the Odesa Society of History and Antiquities and Museum 
of Fine Arts and Antiquities at Novorossiyski Imperial University), Kyiv 
(Church-Archaeological Museum at Kyiv Theological Academy; Archaeo-
logical Museum at Kyiv Imperial University of St. Volodymyr; Art, Indus-
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trial and Scientific Museum), Dnipro (Katerinoslav City Museum), Poltava 
(Museum of Natural History of the Poltava Zemstvo), Kharkiv (Museum of 
Fine Arts and Antiquities at Kharkiv Imperial University), and Lviv (“Peo-
ple’s Museum” of the Lubomirski Princes).1 The presence of Egyptian col-
lections is always a key factor in the development of Egyptology, as was 
particularly the case in Odesa. Second, Ukraine has a century-long his-
tory of development in Egyptological studies, both in Odesa and in other 
cities. At the end of the 19th century and in the first half of the 20th, the 
Egyptologists Oleksandr Kotseyovskyi (1887–1919), a student of Boris 
Turaev and Adolf Erman, and Serhii Donich (1900–1958), worked in the 
university and museum in Odesa. Subsequently, some Soviet Egyptolo-
gists of the second half of the 20th century who were born in the territory 
of Ukraine worked in other countries. They were Academician Mykhailo 
Korostovtsev (1900–1980), who was born in the village of Popivka of the 
Pavlograd district of Katerinoslav province (now Dnipropetrovsk region), 
and Isidor Katsnelson (1910–1981), who was born in Odesa and in 1941, 
before the Soviet Union’s entry into World War II, even taught at Kyiv 
State University. Conversely, the Russian Evgeny Cherezov (1912–1988) 
is one of the most famous Ukrainian Egyptologists of the Soviet period, 
since he worked and taught in Chernivtsi. Thus, two factors that devel-
oped in Ukraine provided a basis for the development of Egyptological 
research: there is a sufficiently large material base of ancient Egyptian 
antiquities in museum collections, and it developed its own academic 
tradition.

Indeed, from the foundation (or rather restoration) of the Institute of 
Oriental Studies in 1991 by Academician Omelyan Prytsak (1919–2006), 
the field of Egyptology was included in it, being represented at first by 
Oleh Koshevyi and later by three specialists with degrees in the subject 
(Olena Romanova, Andriy Zelinsky, Mykola Tarasenko). Another link 
with the past Ukrainian Egyptological tradition is a gift by the famous 

1 See: Tarasenko 2021; Tarasenko 2022.
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Ukrainian historian in the diaspora who had studied as an Egyptologist, 
Marko Antonovych (1916–2005),2 of his Egyptological library to the 
A. Yu. Krymskyi Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine. Over the years of the Institute’s existence, its Egyp-
tologist employees have published more than ten specialized monographs 
and edited volumes, as well as several hundred articles that have appeard 
both in Ukraine and abroad.

Today, the Institute of Oriental Studies at Kyiv is an internationally 
recognized institution where Egyptological research is carried out. This 
is evidenced, in particular, by the fact that it is the only one in Ukraine 
that is affiliated with the International Association of Egyptologists. In 
addition, the Institute’s periodicals The World of the Orient (Shìdnij svìt) 
and The Oriental Studies (Shodoznavstvo) are referenced in the world’s 
leading bibliographic database for the subject, the Online Egyptological 
Bibliography. This structuring of a distinct Centre of Egyptology within 
the multidisciplinary Institute will make it possible to establish closer 
and more fruitful connections with European Egyptological institutions. 
In the future such support can be implemented in the form of joint pro-
jects, provision of specialized literature and periodicals, and other forms 
of collaboration. Another factor that should be taken into account is the 
appearance of students who are interested in Egyptology. The Centre will 
work to bring them together in this interest.

Despite all the difficulties faced by the Ukrainian state, society, and 
the academic community in the conditions of the military aggression of 
the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the creation and structuring of 
academic centres that will in future foster integration with European and 
world scholarship and cultural space is necessary. On July 24, 2022, the 
Academic Council of the Institute of Oriental Studies made the decision 
to establish the Centre for Egyptology mentioned above. This is the first 
such institution in Ukraine. Currently, the Centre unites in a public con-

2 He obtained his Egyptological degree at Charles University in Prague; his teacher 
was Professor Zbynĕk Žába.
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text about ten people who are either already engaged in Egyptology or 
are students or young scholars interested in this discipline. Among them 
are Mykola Tarasenko (head of the Centre), Olha Zapletniuk (Swansea 
University, UK), Daria Ziborova, Dinara Hereikhanova and Nataliya 
Bondarenko. The Centre has a number of goals, prominent among them 
being academic cooperation with Western Egyptological institutions. It 
will be grateful for any support in its development. 
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